
 
This Month in Public Health 

in Seneca County 
June 11, 2021, Edition 

Latest Research Demonstrates Effectiveness of COVID-19 Vaccinations! 
This week’s edition of MMWR Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report reveals that COVID-19 cases, Emergency 
Department (ED) visits, hospital admissions, and deaths have dropped among older adults in the United States 
since the introduction of COVID-19 vaccine. This research compared the ratio or proportion of COVID-19 cases, ED 
visits, hospitalizations, and deaths for the periods of Nov 29-Dec 12, 2020 (before vaccine was available) and Apr 
18-May 1, 2021 (after many older Americans had been vaccinated) between three different age groups- those 
ages 65+, ages 50-64, and ages 18-49. Here’s what they found: 

➢ By May 1, 2021, 82% of adults aged ≥65 years had received at least 1 dose of COVID-19 vaccine, while 
63% of adults aged 50-64 and 42% of those aged 18-49 has received at least 1 dose. 

➢ The proportion of COVID-19 cases, ED visits, hospitalizations, and deaths that occurred among those 65+ 
vs. those 18-49 years old during these two time periods dropped significantly- by 40% for cases, 59% for 
ED visits, 65% for hospital admissions, and 66% for deaths. 

What does this mean?  The greater decline in COVID-19-related illness and death in older adults- the age group 
with the highest vaccination rates- shows that populations with higher level of vaccination are very likely to 
experience lower levels of COVID-related illnesses and deaths. To put it in local terms,  

➢ Wood County is likely to see bigger drops in the number of COVID-19 cases, ED visits, hospitalizations, and 
deaths than Hancock or Seneca counties. This is because 51.3% of Wood County residents have received 
at least 1 dose of COVID-19 vaccine, vs. 41.0% of Hancock County and 38.9% of Seneca County residents. 

➢ When it comes to starting COVID-19 vaccinations, Wood County residents of all ages are far ahead of 
Hancock and Seneca residents. Here’s a comparison of each age group:  

 

National Month of Action to Get More People Vaccinated by July 4th 
This data shows how getting more people vaccinated will help us all get back to “life as normal”.  So, President 
Biden has announced a National Month of Action to get 70% of U.S. adults at least one shot by July 4th. The Month 
of Action mobilizes national organizations, local leaders, community- and faith-based partners, businesses, 
employers, social media influencers, celebrities, athletes, colleges, and young people. When it comes to their 
health, most people trust the advice of their personal doctor or nurse practitioner more than anyone else. So, this 
effort also mobilizes healthcare providers and hospitals to reach out to their patients, address their vaccine-
related concerns, and help them get vaccinated.   
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We’re Out and About in Seneca County! 
Seneca County General Health District staff is doing its part to reach the 70% goal by going “on the road” this 
month to offer COVID-19 vaccine (and antigen home test kits) in the community:  

➢ June 17, 4:30-9:00 pm - The Renaissance of Tiffin, 129 S Washington St, Tiffin 
(during 3rd Thursday in Downtown Tiffin: Cruisin' into Summer) 

➢ June 22, 1:30-3:30 pm, Allen Eiry Senior Center, 28 Hopewell Ave, Tiffin 

We’ll be offering the single-dose Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine during these 
events, which are open to the public.  The vaccine is free to everyone, regardless of 
insurance status. We do ask those with health insurance to being their card so that 
insurance companies can help cover administration costs.  

We’ll also be sharing COVID-19 antigen home test kits so that anyone (especially 
people who are unvaccinated) can easily test themselves or family members if they 
experience COVID-like symptoms. Mild COVID-19 symptoms often mimic seasonal 
allergies (runny nose, cough), so using a home test kit can help you quickly find out if 
you do or don’t have COVID-19.  

• The test is done at home under the direct visual supervision of a telehealth provider (so you need access 
to a smartphone and computer/tablet with webcam).  Results are available in 15 minutes. 

• We also have free test kits available here at the Health Department during business hours; they come 
packaged 6 per box, so you can have some on hand for family members too.  

We’re also willing to come to club meetings, community events, Bible studies, workplaces, etc., so give us a call at 
(419) 447-3691, ext. 6333, to get the process started. 
  

16 Simple Ways to Relieve Stress and Anxiety (From “Managing Worry and Anxiety in Crisis” webinar by 

the National Center for Mental Well-Being for the National Association of County and City Health Officials, 6/9/21)  
• The pandemic has disrupted many aspects of our daily lives and increased the amount of stress and 

anxiety we’re experiencing. Everyone- public health professionals and community members alike- can 
benefit from trying at least one of the stress relievers suggested below.  

 

What‘s the Current State of COVID-19 in Seneca County? 

😊 We had the 74th lowest rate of new cases in the state for the past 2 weeks!  Our rate of new cases dropped 

from 39.9 to a rate of 16.3 per 100,000 for the past two weeks (5/27-6/9/2021). WOW- Positive News!! 

😐 38.8% of Seneca residents have begun and 35.3% have completed their COVID-19 vaccination series (as of 

6/10/2021). In comparison, 46.4% of Ohioans have started and 41.5% have finished their COVID-19 series.  

😊 Walk-ins are welcome during our COVID-19 Clinic each Wednesday, 8 am- 5 pm. We have Pfizer, Moderna, 

and Johnson & Johnson vaccine available during these clinics at the Health Department. 
 


